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Peasant disturbances during Paul's reign spread to 32 guberniaa
out of a total of 52. The tsar demanded that the psasant uprisings be
crushed without mercy.

At the beginning of March 1797 Paul sent a military force under
"Field Marshal Repnin to suppress a psasant uprising in the village of
Brasovo (Orel Region). Shortly afterwards the tsar received a report
announcing complete victory over the peasants: "Thirty-three cannon
shots and 600 small arms shots were fired during the operations; a
fire broke out and 16 houses were burned. Twenty were killed and
seventy wounded."

Fearing further outbreaks among the peasantry, Paul issued an
order in April 1797 prohibiting the barshchina (corvee) on Sundays and
recommending the landlords to confine themselves to three days of the
barshchina a week. The landlords did nob obey the order. They intensi-
fied their exploitation of the serfs and made regular slaves out of their
household serfs.

The government newspaper continued to print daily announcements
of the sale and exchange of serfs. Here is one of the numerous advertise-
ments: "For sale: two household serfs, one of whom is a whip and
bootmaker, 30 years old, married; his wife is a laundress and can tend
cattle, and is 25 years old; the other is a musician and singer, 17 years
old; plays on the bassoon and sings bass. Also a grey gelding, 3 years
old, tall, English breed, not broken in. For price apply 17-1 Arbat,
Apt. 1."

Paul's Foreign Policy. When Paul came to the throne Russia
was in a state of war with France, in pursuance of the Russian-English
treaty of alliance of 1795. Russia had been engaged in ruinous, uninter-
rupted warfare for almost forty years, in the course of which the Rus-
sian empire had greatly extended its territory and now occupied an
area of 331,000square miles, with a 17,000 mile-long frontier. The pop-
ulation of the empire had increased as a result of these conquests from
25,000,000 to 37,000,000 in a century. Almost half of the state budget
was spant on the army, which by the end of Catherine's reign numbered
500,000 men.

On ascending the throne Paul declared that it was his intention,
to give Russia "the rest she so badly needs and desires/' He revoked the
new conscription announced by Catherine and informed the English
ambassador that the auxiliary corps she had promised against the
French could not be sent. However, Paul promised his allies "to oppose
in all ways possible the rabid French republic, which threatens all
Europe with complete destruction of law, rights and morality."

The English government replied that it had no choice but to con-
tent itself with the Russian auxiliary squadron operating in the North.
Sea. At the same time England, together with Austria, sought for ways
and means of drawing Russia into more active participcition in the war
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